Camping 101
This overview will help you prepare to have a great time camping. 
First let me commend you for making a point to spend quality time with your son.  I believe Romans 1:20 which tells us that we can know that God exists by his creation.  I have a lot of respect for anyone who doesn’t like something about the outdoors and still chooses to do this for their son.   
Let us know if you are new to camping or if you are a single mom so you can be paired with an experienced family.  This family will have a Webelos 1 or Webelos 2 scout that should be able to help you setup your tent and should be able to answer many questions you might have.  
You are responsible for your son.  Please talk to a Leader if there are any food allergies or medical conditions that could be a problem on the campout.  
We will be in the great outdoors which is filled with God’s creation and every scout desires to explore it.  Every parent should help supervise every scout and help enforce all rules like no one near the water unless there is a lifeguard.  
Gear

I recommend that you borrow a tent before buying one.  The pack has 5 tents that can be loaned but these must be reserved and picked up the week prior to the campout.  If borrowing from a friend, ask the friend to show you how to set-up your tent before you get to the campsite.  This can be fun with the right attitude and you won’t struggle with it when you arrive at camp.   While camping you will see a great variety of tents and you should get a good idea what would work for your family (consider price, quality, features, etc).  This will help you make an informed decision when buying a tent.  My opinion is that the inexpensive tents at Walmart are the best value for most families. The number of people that can sleep in a tent does not include any space for gear so you have to plan on a 6 person tent for a family of 4 with their gear.  Our family bought a large tent but keep in mind then when your son becomes a boy scout he will need a small, light weight tent that fits in a backpack.   Like many things in life, your camping gear will change over time.  Our family uses plastic bins to store our camping gear.   They are waterproof, easy to load and unload and we know that our gear is always there when its time to camp. 
	You will need:
	You might want:
	You should not bring:

	a great attitude
	Shower caddy with shampoo & soap
	Pets

	air mattress or sleeping bag
	Poncho
	Electronics

	toiletries
	A good book
	Food

	camping cup
	Pillow
	Cares of the world

	t-shirts/shorts/socks/hat/etc
	Folding chair
	

	swim suit & towel
	The fruit of the spirit
	

	Bible
	Camera
	

	Class A & B uniforms
	Plastic bag to hold dirty or wet clothes
	

	Sunscreen, bug repellent
	Welcome mat to wipe feet 
	

	Lantern or flashlight & batteries
	Water shoes
	

	The directions to the camp
	Battery powered fan
	


This list will grow and shrink as you go camping.  If you have a great attitude you will find that there are a lot of things that you can do without for a couple of days.  You can teach your son to be resourceful by finding creative ways to solve problems and you can teach him to be content by not complaining if something small happens that you didn’t expect.  
When you forget something please consider the pack your extended family and borrow an item rather then returning home or going to Walmart.  
Don’t bring food into your tent – ever!  I don’t recommend bringing extra food as we will feed you great meals.  If you have a blood sugar problem and have to snack, please coordinate with a Quartermaster to store the food with the pack’s food.  This will protect it from the wildlife and keep ants and raccoons out of your tent. 

Cost is usually $20-25 per person or $60-75 maximum per family but this can vary with an individual campout.  There is no charge for siblings under 5.  Additional fees will sometimes apply for special activities.  These will be announced with the camping trip.   
Arrive at Camp

Try to arrive early so you are working in the daylight.   Ask where the tents are to be set up.   Identify the bathrooms, parking lot, kitchen area and activity areas.  When you think you found a great spot, look for rocks, ant hills, tree roots and other features that will be uncomfortable to sleep on.  Spread out a tarp then build your tent on the tarp.  The tarp is optional but it will protect your tent from damage and moisture.   The tarp should not stick out past the tent.  The rainfly goes on top of the tent to protect you from sun and the rain.  Now its time to hammer the tent stakes to hold the tent in place.  For windy areas, like the Florida Keys, its important to use real tent stakes and not the small stakes that came with the tent.  You can use your foot or if hard ground then borrow a hammer.   After you setup your tent, open the windows and close the tent doors.  Keep all of your gear inside the tent away from the tent walls.   When it looks like rain remember to close your windows or you can close them when you leave your tent in the morning.  You will probably not spend much time in the tent during the day.   Tents are like babies, if you keep them clean and dry (on the inside) they will be nice to you.   The difference is that if you don’t keep them clean and dry you will be the one crying.  
Camping Assignments 

Each grade level within cub scouts is a different rank (1st grade Tigers, 2nd grade Wolfs, 3rd grade Bears, 4th grade Webelos 1 and 5th grade Webelos 2) and each rank will have different assignments for the camp out.   These following assignments will be the same for the whole year:  

Bears are assigned Friday dinner  (all meal assignments include prep, cook and clean up)

Webelos 1 are assigned Saturday breakfast 
Wolfs are assigned Saturday lunch 

Webelos 2 are assigned Saturday dinner 

Tigers are assigned Sunday breakfast

There is a Quartermaster for each meal and you should make a point to introduce yourself and ask what your role will be.  
These three assignments will rotate with each campout.  

For each campout, 
We need volunteers to buy the food at Costco in Davie on Wednesday before the campout.  We need about 5 adults and their sons to help purchase all the food and take it to the trailer in Sunrise.   

We need volunteers to load the trailer at 3pm on Friday afternoon before the campout.  For more distant campouts we load at 1pm.  We need 5 adults and sons to help with loading the food, ice, water, and grills into the trailer.  
We need volunteers to unload the trailer on Sunday after the campout.   We need 5 adults and sons to unload.   Ideally we need a group of regular volunteers to perform the same role for multiple campouts.  Let the leadership know if you have the flexibility to help on Friday afternoon or if you favorite store is Costco.   There are a lot of ways to help the pack and we want you to be blessed while serving the pack.  
The scouts can help with meal preparation and serving but need direct adult supervisor for any cooking or cutting.  Cub scouts is designed to increase the responsibility and independence of the scout as he ages.  As the parent, you need to take an active role in determining what your son is able to do and when he should be challenged to grow.  

Schedule (times are approximate)
Friday

5:30pm 
Start preparing dinner

7:00pm
Dinner & Clean Up        
Hamburgers, hot dogs, and chips
9pm 

Lights out for Scouts

Saturday

6am

Start preparing breakfast

8:30am

Breakfast & Clean Up   
Eggs, bacon, and pancakes
9:30 am
Morning activity - Den Leaders to plan belt loops, activity pins and rank requirements

11 am

Start preparing lunch

12 noon
Lunch & Clean Up    

Sandwiches
1 pm 

Free time – swimming, canoeing
5pm 

Start preparing dinner

6:30pm
Dinner    


Spaghetti and Meatballs, Pork Roast, Turkey Dinner, or Ribs (not all at the same time!).  Usually do a different meal at each campout.  
7:30pm
Dessert & Clean Up

Several Cobblers and Smores
8pm

Camp Fire

9:30pm
Lights out for Scouts

10pm

Cracker Barrel for parents

Sunday

7:30am

Start preparing breakfast

8:30am

Breakfast & Clean Up

Cereal, muffins and bagels
9:30am

Church

10:30am
Leave No Trace

11am

Break camp and go home

Welcome to the outdoors!  Slow down and allow God to speak to your heart.   



























